ULTIMATUM

that Your Majesty is making promises which you cannot
fulfil, and that the reunion of Holland to France is only
deferred. I admit that I have now nothing to gain by
reuniting to France the districts on the right bank of the
Rhine, any more than the Grand Duchy of Berg, or the
Hanseatic towns. I can therefore leave Holland the right
bank of the Rhine, and I am ready to cancel the customs
embargo already ordered, whenever the treaties, in their
present or in any revised form, are duly observed.
Here are my conditions:

(i) Prohibition of all commerce or communication with

England,
(ii) Provision of a fleet of 14 ships of the line, 7 frigates, and

7 brigs or corvettes, all fully armed and equipped,
(iii) A land army of 25,000 men.
(iv) Suppression of the marshals,
(v) Abolition of all sham privileges of nobility, contrary to

the constitution given and guaranteed by me.

Your Majesty may negotiate on this basis with the Due
de Cadore, through the agency of your minister. But I assure
you that the first time a packet boat or vessel of any kind is
admitted into a Dutch port, I shall re-establish the customs
blockade, and that the first time any insult is offered to my
flag, I shall arrest by force of arms the Dutch officer who
allows himself to insult my eagle, and hang him at the mast-
head. Your Majesty will find in me a brother, if I find in
you a Frenchman. But if you forget the feelings that attach
us both to our fatherland, you must not take it ill of me if
I also forget those by which nature has attached us to one
another.

To sum up: the reunion of Holland to France is in the
best interests alike of France, Holland, and the continent,
for nothing will do England so much harm. This reunion
may be brought about either by agreement or by force. I
have enough grievances against Holland to justify a
declaration of war. Nevertheless I intend to put no diffi-
culties in the way of an arrangement under which I shall get
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